Communication is the gateway
to coexistence, a world wherein
we acknowledge each other

Good afternoon everyone and welcome to the 2022 BK21 International Conference hosted by the
Department of Korean Language and Literature at Kyungpook National University!

This year’s conference theme is “Culture-based language and literature of Communication and
Coexistence”. Today’s society is defined by fierce competition and serious conflicts as a result of genera-
tional, social class, and regional distrust. This conference aims to explore, discuss, and solve these issues
through the lens of culture-based language and literature. This is all the more crucial considering that
interdisciplinary communication has not yet been fully achieved among academic circles.

For this international conference, our keynote speakers are Professor Yeon Jaehoon from SOAS in
London and Professor Kim Juhyeon from Kyungpook National University, both of whom | thank for
accepting our invitation. | would also like to thank Professor Han Gilro from Jilin University, Professor
Tian Zhiyun from Weifang University, Professor Wada Tomomi from the University of Toyama, Professor
Kim Hyeongjeong from Tohoku Gakuin University, and Professor Baik Juno from Brigham Young Univer-
sity, who have come all of the way from China, Japan, and the US, to share with us the invaluable results
of their research. To my great pleasure, this conference is also another opportunity to meet colleagues,
alumni, and students who worked or are still working for this project, including Professor Jo Yoo-young
from Jeju National University, Doctor Afzal Ahmad Khan from Kyungpook National University, Kim
Soyeon, An Jinsan, Geum Donghyeon, and Hwang Jiyoon.

In the Samguk Yusa, there is one particular passage, the so-called ‘SFIZZF’ passage, in which the
monk Seungjeon created a group of people out of stone to teach them the Avatamska Sutra. What this
passage means is that, by fully committing to authenticity and reliability, all of us here, even we can
make people and stones communicate. Communication is the gateway to coexistence, a world wherein
we acknowledge each other, and we gathered in this place today to achieve this goal, by exploring all
the possibilities that culture, language, and literature can offer to us. | hope this conference will be a
successful one to all of us.

Thank you.

Jeong Woolak

The head, BK21 CKLS-Global Team
Department of Korean Language and Literature
Kyungpook National University, Daegu, Korea
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